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The main regulatory act in the area of regulation of issues of the 
entry and presence of foreign citizens in Russia is the Federal
Law  �On the Legal Status of Foreign Citizens in the Russian
Federation� No. 115-FZ dated July 25, 2002 (hereinafter the
�Law on the Legal Status of Foreign Citizens� or the �Law�).
The adoption of the Law initiated the formation of an integrated 
legislative base regulating the legal status of foreign citizens and 
provided the prerequisites for further developing the legislation in 
this sphere, including the regulation of certain practical aspects. 
On the basis and in pursuance of the Law, the Government of 
Russia adopted a number of Decrees regulating, in particular, 
the matters concerning establishment of quotas for the issuance
of invitations to foreign citizens for purposes of working and
temporary residence in Russia, as well as for issuance of
temporary residence documents and permits for working in
Russia. Furthermore, Federal Law No. 114-FZ1 �On the
Procedure for Exit from the Russian Federation and Entry to
the Russian Federation� dated August 15, 1996 was amended in
relation to de�ning the types and categories of Russian visas
as well as the procedure for their issuance.

In 2006 � 2007 the legislation on the legal status of foreign
citizens was amended signi�cantly. These amendments were 
both introduced into the text of the Law and set forth in new 
regulatory acts, including in the Federal Law �On Migration
Registration of Foreign Citizens and Stateless Persons in 
the Russian Federation� No. 109-FZ dated July 18, 2006.
Furthermore, amendments were made to Decrees of the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation concerning the procedure for
processing and issuing visas, temporary residence permits, etc.

The main provisions of the legislation regulating the legal status
of foreign citizens in Russia are commented on below.

I.	PERMITS TO STAY IN RUSSIA
The Law on the Legal Status of Foreign Citizens establishes the 
following system of differentiation of legal regimes of stay of
foreign citizens in Russia and the respective permits:

1.	 temporary stay � on the basis of a visa corresponding to the
	 purpose of the visit,

2.	 temporary residence � on the basis of a temporary residence
	 permit,

3.	 permanent residence � on the basis of a residence permit
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Each type of stay and the conditions for receiving the necessary 
permits for a respective type of stay are described in detail below.

1.1	 Temporary Stay

a) General Provisions

A visa is the document that grants the right to a temporary stay, 
as well as determines the length of such stay, in Russia. Visas� 
validity periods as well as the procedure for their issuance may 
differ depending on the purpose of the visit. The rules for issuing




